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University of Wisconsin Athletics
Compliance Education

What is Compliance?
The NCAA puts the obligation on each
individual institution to comply with the
multitude of NCAA rules.
3.2.1.2 Compliance With
Association Rules. The institution
shall administer its athletics
programs in accordance with the
constitution, bylaws and other
legislation of the Association.

Compliance is therefore a shared
responsibility among all constituents
associated with the University of Wisconsin

Student-athletes, coaches, athletics staff,
recruits, parents, boosters,
fans,
university staff, etc.

What is Compliance?
Self
Reporting

Monitoring
Education

The goal of the Compliance Office is to serve
as a resource and provide education to
these various constituents.
The Compliance Office is also responsible for
monitoring the institution’s compliance with
the NCAA rules, as well as investigating any
potential violations and enforcing any
penalties.

What is a Booster?

13.02.15 Representative of Athletics Interests. A "representative of the
institution's athletics interests" is an individual, independent agency,
corporate entity (e.g., apparel or equipment manufacturer) or other
organization who is known (or who should have been known) by a member
of the institution's executive or athletics administration to: (Revised:
2/16/00, 4/25/18)
(a) Have participated in or to be a member of an agency or organization
promoting the institution's intercollegiate athletics program;

(b) Have made financial contributions to the athletics department or to an
athletics booster organization of that institution;

By definition, all alumni of the University of
Wisconsin are considered “representatives of
athletics interests” or “boosters” of the UW.
Other definitions of a booster: donor,
season ticket holder, booster club
member, involved in promoting UW
Athletics in any way

(c) Be assisting or to have been requested (by the athletics department
staff) to assist in the recruitment of prospective student-athletes;
(d) Be assisting or to have assisted in providing benefits to enrolled studentathletes or their family members; or
(e) Have been involved otherwise in promoting the institution's athletics
program.

Once an individual becomes a booster, he
or she maintains that identity
FOREVER.

What is a Booster?
6.4 Responsibilities for Actions of Outside Entities.
6.4.1 Independent Agencies or Organizations. An institution's "responsibility" for the conduct of its
intercollegiate athletics program shall include responsibility for the acts of an independent agency, corporate
entity (e.g., apparel or equipment manufacturer) or other organization when a member of the institution's
executive or athletics administration, or an athletics department staff member, has knowledge that such
agency, corporate entity or other organization is promoting the institution's intercollegiate athletics program.
(Revised: 2/16/00)
6.4.2 Representatives of Athletics Interests. An institution's "responsibility" for the conduct of its
intercollegiate athletics program shall include responsibility for the acts of individuals, a corporate entity (e.g.,
apparel or equipment manufacturer) or other organization when a member of the institution's executive or
athletics administration or an athletics department staff member has knowledge or should have knowledge
that such an individual, corporate entity or other organization: (Revised: 2/16/00)
(a) Has participated in or is a member of an agency or organization as described in Constitution 6.4.1;
(b) Has made financial contributions to the athletics department or to an athletics booster organization of that
institution;
(c) Has been requested by the athletics department staff to assist in the recruitment of prospective studentathletes or is assisting in the recruitment of prospective student-athletes;
(d) Has assisted or is assisting in providing benefits to enrolled student-athletes; or
(e) Is otherwise involved in promoting the institution's athletics program.

Under NCAA rules, the UW is specifically
responsible for the actions of its staff
members and representatives of athletics
interests (i.e., boosters).
As a result of this responsibility, penalties
are levied on the institution when NCAA
rules are broken by any of its constituents.

Prospective Student-Athletes
A prospective student-athlete is any
individual that has started classes for 9th
grade (7th grade in Men’s Basketball).
13.02.13 Prospective Student-Athlete. A prospective student-athlete is a student who
has started classes for the ninth grade. In addition, a student who has not started classes
for the ninth grade becomes a prospective student-athlete if the institution provides such
an individual (or the individual's family members or friends) any financial assistance or
other benefits that the institution does not provide to prospective students generally. An
individual remains a prospective student-athlete until one of the following occurs
(whichever is earlier): (Revised: 1/11/89, 1/10/90, Adopted: 4/28/05, 1/17/09, 1/19/13
effective 8/1/13, 4/25/18, 1/23/19)
(a) The individual officially registers and enrolls in a minimum full-time program of studies
and attends classes in any term of a four-year collegiate institution's regular academic
year (excluding summer);

(b) The individual participates in a regular squad practice or competition at a four-year
collegiate institution that occurs before the beginning of any term;
(c) The individual participates in required summer athletic activities before his or her
initial full-time enrollment at the certifying institution;

(d) The individual officially registers, enrolls and attends classes during the certifying
institution's summer term prior to his or her initial full-time enrollment at the certifying
institution; or
(e) The individual reports to an institutional orientation session that is open to all
incoming students within 14 calendar days prior to the opening day of classes of a regular
academic year term.

These individuals are considered
“prospects” regardless of their athletic
ability or status, and regardless of whether
they are being recruited by the UW.

Prospective Student-Athletes
What boosters MAY do:
•

Continue established relationships with family and friends, as long as contacts are not
made for recruiting purposes or at the direction of UW coaches, and any benefit provided
is of the type provided prior to the prospect entering high school.

•

Answer questions regarding general information about UW (i.e. academics, campus life).
However, if a prospect initiates contact with you about UW Athletics, you must refer any
questions about our athletics program to an athletics department staff member/coach.

•

View a prospect’s contest at your own initiative, provided you do not contact the
prospect, or his/her relatives or friends, in an attempt to evaluate the prospect. You may
notify a UW coach about a prospect, but may not serve as a scout or recruiter.

•

Auction an item donated by UW Athletics for which funds raised go
into the general operating budget of the Alumni Club.

Prospective Student-Athletes
What boosters MAY NOT do:
•

Make recruiting contacts, including letters, telephone calls, or face-to-face contact oncampus or off-campus with a prospect, or his/her relatives or friends, to encourage the
prospect to enroll at the UW.

•

Allow a prospect, or the prospect’s guests, to attend an invitation-only event. An event
must be available to the general public, and the prospect must pay whatever fee is
charged to other individuals to participate in the event. Additionally, a booster cannot
announce the individual’s status as a prospect at the event.

•

Be involved, directly or indirectly, in making arrangementsfor, giving, or offering to give
any financial aid or other benefits to a prospect, or his/her relatives, friends, or coaches.

•

Auction an item donated by UW Athletics and use the money to fund
a high school scholarship or any fund that benefits prospects.

Current Student-Athletes
16.02.3 Extra Benefit. [A] An extra benefit is any
special arrangement by an institutional employee
or representative of the institution's athletics
interests to provide a student-athlete or the
student-athlete family member or friend a benefit
not expressly authorized by NCAA legislation.
Receipt of a benefit by student-athletes or their
family members or friends is not a violation of
NCAA legislation if it is demonstrated that the
same benefit is generally available to the
institution's students or their family members or
friends or to a particular segment of the student
body (e.g., international students, minority
students) determined on a basis unrelated to
athletics ability. (Revised: 1/10/91, 1/19/13
effective 8/1/13)

A current student-athlete at the UW may
not accept any “extra benefits” or be
provided any “preferential treatment.”
Extra benefits are defined as any special
arrangement provided to a student-athlete
or to a student-athlete’s relatives or friends
that is not available to the general public or
all UW students and their relatives or
friends.

Current Student-Athletes
What boosters MAY do:
•

Employ student-athletes during the summer or the academic year. Student-athletes
must be paid for work actually performed at the going rate for like duties/experience in
that locale. The pay cannot include remuneration for value or utility gained by the
employer because of the student-athletes’ fame or reputation for athletics ability.

•

Invite the parents of the student-athlete to attend an event, as long as the event is
generally available to the public and the parents pay whatever fee is charged to other
individuals to participate in the event.

•

Hang a team poster in your business to show your support, provided the poster does not
include autographs of student athletes.

•

Rent an apartment or house to a student-athlete, provided the rental
is legitimately advertised to the general public or the UW student body
and at a consistent rate for such a rental.

Current Student-Athletes
What boosters MAY NOT do:
•

Provide a student-athlete, or his/her relatives or friends, with free or discounted
merchandise or services that are not legitimately advertised as available generally to the
general public. This includes game tickets, suite access, memberships, entertainment, etc.

•

Use the name, picture or appearance of a student-athlete in promoting your business, a
commercial product or service, or your alumni club or association.

•

Provide any form of transportation (including bus trips or the use of an automobile) to a
student-athlete, or his/her relatives or friends.

•

Host a student-athlete and/or team for an occasional meal at a restaurant.

•

Provide a loan to a student-athlete, or his/her relatives or friends.

Best Practices
Use the Compliance Office as a resource for
any questions you may have!
When in doubt, please “ask before you act”
in order to protect the eligibility of our
student-athletes and protect the institution.

Joel Ott
Director of Compliance
Phone: (608) 262-4985
Email: JMO@athletics.wisc.edu
Web: www.uwbadgers.com/compliance
Twitter: @BadgerComply

Questions?

Thank you!
Next Chapter Leader Call:
Wednesday, August 28th, 3:00pm CT

