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What will campus look like in the years

I'“‘l

ahead? The university’s new master
plan finds answers in a surprising place:
a century-old deeument that inspired
some of the UW’s most treasured spaces.
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THESE DAYS, THE CAMPUS SKYLINE

is punctured by the wheeling steel booms of construction
cranes, unmistakable reminders that change 1s afoot.
UW-Madison is building for the future — erecting new
laboratories, academic buildings, and residence halls as
part of its biggest construction boom since the 1960s.
But as they lay the foundations of tomorrow’s campus,
the UW’s planners are guided as much by the univer-
sity’s past as its future.

For the past year, campus planners have been
engaged in drafting the university’s new master plan, a
document that defines the principles by which the physi-
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cal spaces of campus are organized. More than just a
map that plops down building sites, a master plan is a
campus-as-canvas exercise that re-imagines how the uni-
versity grounds might look and feel for generations to
come. The UW has drafted dozens of master plans
during the past century, some of which were followed,
others abandoned (see Flashback, page 66). The last
plan, finished in 1996, led to implementation of more
than 80 percent of its ideas.

But with so much new development under way, this
plan may turn out to be one of the most influential in
campus history. Set to be unveiled publicly this fall,
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the new plan envisions using buildings to capture and
create dynamic open spaces as compelling as the
Memorial Union Terrace and Henry Mall, as well as
establishing new academic neighborhoods, achieving
more architectural harmony, and providing better
ways of getting around.

The inspiration behind it all, however, is anything but
futuristic. Many of its principles are drawn from or
inspired by an architect’s vision for the campus first
unveiled in 1908. That plan, drafted by the Philadelphia
firm of Laird and Cret, with the help of then-state archi-
tect Arthur Peabody, found its roots in the City Beauti-

ful movement, which swept through the United States
after Chicago’s Columbian Exposition in 1893. Aimed to
bring American cities in line with their European coun-
terparts, City Beautiful plans used Beaux-Arts style to
help inspire civic devotion.

But the 1908 campus master plan did more than
that. It imposed order on the rapidly expanding campus,
setting buildings at cardinal points instead of at odd
angles, and designating so-called “hero buildings” and
“good-soldier buildings” to create grand spaces such as
Henry Mall, where the imposing Agricultural Hall was
set off by buildings that sat shoulder-to-shoulder on
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either flank. Though never formally
adopted, it governed campus develop-
ment until 1933, laying the groundwork
for many of the quadrangles and gather-
Ing spaces that dot the modern campus.
“It’s very classic in its design layout,
and that’s what we're heading back to,"
says Gary Brown ‘84, campus director of
planning and landscape architecture.
“What are the classic images of college
campuses, and what does it mean to set
buildings on grids? The 1908 plan talked
about ‘good-soldier buildings’ that all go
together; the_y organize open spaces and
bring sense to the overall plan.”
UW-Madison is not the first school to
return to the visions of plans drawn in the
early twentieth century. Johns Hopkins
University and Emory University looked
to the past when reviving their master
plans. The University of Virginia
returned to some of founder Thomas Jef-
ferson’s sketches of an “academical vil-
lage” when it was looking for ways to
improve and bring order to its campus.
“We are looking back as we look for-
ward,” says Luanne Greene, a principal at
the Baltimore architectural and planning
firm of Ayers/Saint/Gross, which is the
lead consultant on the UW master plan
project. “There is an aesthetic wisdom in
these older plans, because they prioritize
open space as a part of good design.”
More than just an exercise in reminis-
cence, the new master plan selzes on
aspects of the 1908 plan that never mate-
rialized and applies its principles to areas
of campus that weren’t around back then.
For example, planners drew inspiration
from the old document to carve a long~
ago-envisioned pedestrian mall that will
anchor the east end of campus, running
through a planned arts-and-humanities
district and leading to Lake Mendota.
They also laid out a more densely devel-
oped health sciences campus to the west,
one that includes a west campus union
and a new lakeshore housing development
that would address a crucial on-campus
housing need and create a quadrangle
with striking views of the lake.
“We think that one of the things that

mal{es our campus special are the places
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people treasure, like Muir Knoll, the
Lakeshore Path, and Picnic Point,” says
Alan Fish MS’01, associate vice chancel-
lor for facilities, planning, and manage-
ment. “It’s possible for us to define more
of those spaces all over campus. They
are all part of the quality of this campus.
When you add that to the setting we
have on a lake, open space 1s part of
what makes us a national brand and a
unique place to go to college."

In some ways, Wisconsin’s campus

“The elegance of the campus
IS dependent on coherence,
quality, and balance between
its grounds and buildings.
These neighborhoods have
discrete characteristics,
which need to be understood
and respected.”

lost its architectural compass in the 1950s
and '60s, when planners scrambled to
erect buildings to accommodate the
demographic tidal wave of veterans cash-
ing in on the GI Bill and the vanguard of
the baby boomer generation. Hard on the
heels of that development frenzy came
the parking demands of the 1970s and
1980s, which gobbled up a great deal of
open space on campus. The pressures of
growth — as well as the reality that UW-
Madison is bounded on all four sides —
led to a haphazard approach, creating a
mish-mash of architectural styles in
which, for example, the slab-like McAr-
dle Cancer Research Building is con-
nected to the far more stately, tile-roofed
Nutritional Sciences Building, or the Law
School’s contemporary addition clashes
with the rest of Bascom Hill, which is a
National Register Historic District.

But aging buildings offer an opportu-
nity to return to older principles. Many of
the sixties-generation structures, like

Humanities, Ogg Hall, and Van Hise, are

falling into disrepair and are impractical
to renovate. Thinking smarter about
parking — using ramps instead of lots,
for example, and designing more efficient
traffic flows and bus routes — may free
up needed space. And this time around,
redevelopment will be guided by consis-
tent architectural principles — another
feature of the 1908 plan, which intro-
duced the notion of distinct academic
neighborhoods within campus.

Back then, the UW was evolving
from a college to a university, and the
plan helped create clusters of buildings
that housed related disciplines, forming
villagelike districts that developed their
own identity and gathering places. Plan-
ners want to see future development
adhere to better-defined architectural
styles so that the sense of unified neigh-
borhoods returns.

“The elegance of the campus is
dependent on coherence, quality, and bal-
ance between its grounds and buildings,”
Greene says. “These neighborhoods have
discrete characteristics, which need to be
understood and respected.”

That's not to say design guidelines
will impose cookie-cutter architecture.
“It would be downright boring,” says
Brown. “But if we can have neighbor-
hoods of buildings that use the same
types of materials, and have similar
massing, scale, roofing systems, and
window patterns, maybe we can bring
the campus together better on a more
human scale.”

And that, planners say, is what this
process is all about: creating a campus
that continues to feel more human, more
inviting, and more steeped in tradition,
even as it continues to grow. As architects
with Ayers/Saint/Gross describe it,
“Great campuses are like great symphony
orchestras, with most of the buildings and
grounds playing in harmony, but with an
occasional soloist providing interest.”

‘With that in mind, what notes can we
expect UW-Madison’s campus to ring in
the future? On the next few pages, we
offer a glimpse of how the master plan
envisions a few key neighborhoods devel-

oping in the years to come.



EAST CAMPUS MALL
A centerpiece of activity

No area of campus is designated for more change than
its eastern edge, where an arts-and-humanities district
and new student housing are planned. The unifying fea-
ture of the redeveloped area is a seven-block pedestrian
mall that was first proposed as part of the 1908 master
plan, which planners hope will become an avenue of
activity, much like Library Mall or Bascom Hill.

“The East Campus Mall will be a campus centerpiece
— a synthesis of people, unique physical setting, and
dynamic activity,” says Gary Brown, UW-Madison direc-
tor of planning and landscape architecture. “It celebrates
the traditions of UW-Madison, and sets the stage for a
continued high quality of life.”

Plans include an expanded Chazen Museum of Art,
two new classroom buildings where the current
Humanities Building stands, a music performance facil-
ity at the northwest corner of University Avenue and
Lake Street, and new student housing nearby on Day-
ton Street and Park Street.

Brown says the pedestrian spine would pull together
the new developments and provide an open-space area
for events, as well as a place for people to interact and
space for plantings, sculpture, and public art. The plan
would be accomplished by transforming Murray Street
and adjacent outdoor spaces into a series of pedestrian
plazas stretching from Lake Mendota to just north of
Regent Street, intersecting Library Mall along the way.

The first portion of the project will be developed
with construction of a residence hall and office building
on Park Street, establishing Murray Street as a south-
ern pedestrian entrance to campus. That entryway will
be increasingly important, as more than one thousand
students will live in new residence halls along the south-
ern end of the mall. Once those halls are built, Ogg Hall
will be torn down, creating a clear path all the way to
Lake Mendota.

Another project expected to front on the mall is the
redeveloped University Square — a private-public part-
nership that will bring University Health Services, a
new Student Activities Center, and student services
together under one roof. The development will also
include new private retail space on the first two floors,
private apartment housing, and underground parking.

As the Memorial Union begins work on future
restoration plans, the mall will be developed into a
grand esplanade, opening the view from Dayton Street
to Lake Mendota.
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WISCONSIN INSTITUTE OF DISCOVERY
New setting for breakthroughs

Construction of a $375 million research institute known as the
Wisconsin Institute for Discovery may help anchor what plan-
ners refer to as UW-Madison’s “urban campus” — the areas
south of University Avenue that are defined by taller buildings
and busier streetscapes.

The institute would occupy the 1200 and 1300 blocks of
University Avenue, replacing older, underutilized structures
and physical plant buildings. It would bring together biology,
bioinformatics, computer science, engineering, nanotechnol-

ogy, and other fields in one setting to spark new scientific and
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engineering breakthroughs. The location, across from existing
biotech and genetics research facilities and close to the
College of Engineering and the College of Agricultural and
Life Sciences, is ideal for the interdisciplinary effort, and it
could serve as a catalyst for other developments in the area.
Other changes may include redevelopment of Union South,

a new parking garage, and possibly additional hotel guest
rooms, all connected to the new institute by pedestrian over-
passes. Inside, the facility will reflect its urban setting with
contemporary design.



WEST CAMPUS
A new hub for healthy living

With UW Hospital and Clinics, the School of Pharmacy, and the
new Health Sciences building, west campus already has a healthy
flavor. But there’s not much pulling the neighborhood together —
no Henry Mall or Union Terrace. The master plan changes that,
putting new residence halls and a branch of the Wisconsin Union
nearby to add vitality to the western end of campus.

The plan envisions building the union, a new School of
Nursing, and classrooms and health science labs on land now
occupied by the McClimon Track and Soccer Complex. To
accommodate the development, those facilities would be moved

north to land currently occupied by a large surface parking lot,

enabling the new buildings to have better access to the School of
Pharmacy and UW Hospital and Clinics. An addition to the
WAREF office building is also part of the plan.

The west campus union would provide a hub not only for
health sciences students, but also for residents of lakeshore resi-
dence halls, which would be constructed near what is now the
Food Science Institute on Willow Drive. Keeping with one of the
strong themes of the master plan, the new residence halls will be
arranged to create a lakeshore quadrangle with excellent views of
Lake Mendota. An expansion of recreation space in the Natato-

rium will also offer new workout options for students in this area.

What happened to the Greater Mall?

In his 1908 vision, Arthur Peabody imagined a bucolic stretch
known as Greater Mall, extending west from the rear of Bascom
Hall (right). Things never really turned out that way, as Linden
Drive morphed into a busy street lined with tall buildings.

The new plan attempts to restore some of Peabody’s vision,
calling for changes that would give Linden a friendlier scale.
Traffic would be limited and the street level raised to be even
with sidewalks. Buildings that crowd the street (most notably
Van Hise) are slated to be torn down, and their replacements
will sit farther back from the road, adding room for green space.

For the south side of Linden Drive, planners have discussed
the eventual demolition of the Bardeen Medical Labs. The new
building could be connected to Bascom Hill with an overhead
pedestrian link spanning Charter Street.
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